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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
DRAFT PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2022

Context: A draft Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022, prepared by the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, 
and Dairying, has been opened for public comments. 

Main provisions of the Bill
• The law is proposed to be made tighter, with more stringent 

punishments. 

•  Several offences have been made cognizable, which means 
offenders can be arrested without an arrest warrant. 

•  The draft Bill has proposed to include “Bestiality” as a 
crime under the new category of “Gruesome cruelty.”

	The bill describes “gruesome cruelty” as any act 
involving animals which leads to extreme pain and 
suffering and is likely to leave the animal in life-long 
disability. 

	It includes mutilation or killing of animal by the use 
of strychnine injection in the heart or any other cruel 
manner.

	Bestiality is sexual relations between a human being 
and a lower animal.

•  The draft proposes fines from Rs 50,000 to Rs 75,000 
or the cost of the animal whichever is more or with the 
imprisonment of one year which may extend up to three 
years or with both for the offence of gruesome cruelty. 

•  For killing an animal, the draft Bill proposes a maximum 
punishment of five years in jail.

•  The draft bill proposes the insertion of a new section 
providing five freedoms to animals.

•  It shall be the duty of every person having charge of an 
animal to ensure that the animal in his care or under his 
charge has freedom from:

	Thirst, hunger and malnutrition;

	Discomfort due to environment;

	Pain, injury and diseases;

	Fear and distress, and the

	Freedom to express normal behaviour for the species

•  The proposed law also says that in case of a community 
animal, the local government such as municipality or 
panchayats shall be responsible for taking care of the 
community animals in a manner developed by the State 
Government or by the Board.

	The draft defines “community animal” as any animal 
born in a community for which no ownership has 
been claimed by any individual or an organization, 
excluding wild animals as defined under the wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972 (53 of 1972).

Need for strengthening the law
•  An offence against animals would currently attract 

charges under Section 428 (mischief by killing or 
maiming animal) IPC and Section 11 (treating animals 
cruelly) of The PCA Act, 1960.

•  First-time offenders under the PCA Act are punished with 
a fine of Rs 10-50.

•  The maximum punishment would be a fine between Rs 
25 and Rs 100, a jail term of three months, or both.

•  The penalty is ridiculously light in the law as it exists 
now, and is incapable of acting as any deterrent for 
potential offenders.

C-DOT

Context: The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), 
the premier Telecom R&D Centre of the Department of 
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications organized a 
three-day National Workshop on Cryptology - NWC2022.

Key details:
•  Theme: Advancements in Cryptology for enhancing 

security & privacy in communication networks.  

•  NWC 2022 aimed to bring all the relevant stakeholders 
on a common platform to deliberate upon various 
contemporary themes in the field of Cryptology. 

	Cryptology is the study of the conversion of plain text 
to ciphertext and vice versa. 

	It is also called the study of encryption and 
decryption.

About C-DOT
•  The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) 

is an Indian Government owned telecommunications 
technology development centre. 

•  It was established in 1984 with initial mandate of 
designing and developing digital exchanges. 

•  It has offices in Delhi, Bangalore and Kolkata. 

•  Presently CDOT is implementing Common Alert 
Protocol for India by developing Location based 
Integrated Disaster Early Warning System for National 
Disaster Management Authority.
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	In this project, Forecasting agencies and national to 
state level disaster management authorities in a 
common platform can disseminate early warnings for 
disasters to public over multiple media like mobile, 
internet, TV, radio, social media etc. 

HADR EXERCISE SAMANVAY

Context: Indian Air Force is conducting the Annual Joint Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise ‘Samanvay 2022’  at 
Air Force Station Agra. 

Key details: 
•  The HADR series of exercises are conducted by the Indian 

Navy with a view to develop interoperability so as to 
promote the development of regional naval capacities 
for speedy, responsive and effective HADR throughout the 
Indian ocean region (IOR). 

•  This is enunciated in the Charter of the Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS), of which India is the Chair for 
the IONS Working Group on HADR. 

•  The Annual Joint HADR series of exercisesalso help in 
proactively preparing participating nations with tools for 
developing standard operating procedures. 

•  The first of the series, named Karavali Karunya, was 
conducted at Karwar in Karnataka in May 2017.

•  The exercise also aims to provide a unique platform 
for exchange of domain knowledge, experience 
and best practices with the participating ASEAN 
member countries.

PROCESS OF APPOINTMENTS TO ELECTION 
COMMISSION

Context: The Supreme Court questioned the haste with which 
Election Commissioner (EC) was appointed recently.

Appointment to the Election Commission
•  The CEC and ECs are appointed by the President to a 

tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever 
is earlier. 

•  They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as 
judges of the Supreme Court of India.

•  The Election Commission of India draws its authority 
from the Constitution itself. 

	Under Article 324, the powers of superintendence, 
direction and control of elections is to be vested in an 
Election Commission.

•  Size of the Election Commission

	The Constitution does not fix the size of the Election 
Commission. 

	Article 324(2) says that the Election Commission shall 
consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and such 
number of other Election Commissioners, if any, as 
the President may from time to time fix.

	The Election Commission of India consisted of just the 
Chief Election Commissioner till 1989. 

	In 1989 the government of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi appointed two more Election Commissioners, 
making the Election Commission a multi-member body.

	In 1990, the National Front government of Prime 
Minister VP Singh amended the rules, making the EC 
a single-member body again.

	In 1993, the government of Prime Minister PV 
Narasimha Rao promulgated an Ordinance to 
provide for the appointment of two more Election 
Commissioners.

	The Ordinance was subsequently replaced by The 
Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Amendment 
Act, 1993, which came into effect on January 4, 1994.

	All three ECs have equal say in the decision making of 
the Commission.

RUSSIA’S NUCLEAR ICEBREAKERS

Context: Russian President virtually presided over the launch and 
flag raising ceremony of two nuclear-powered icebreakers. 

What are icebreakers?

•  An icebreaker is a special-purpose ship or boat designed 
to move and navigate through ice-covered waters, and 
provide safe waterways for other boats and ships. 

•  For a ship to be considered an icebreaker, it requires three 
traits: 

	a strengthened hull, 

	an ice-clearing shape, and 

	the power to push through sea ice.

•  Nuclear-powered icebreakers

	Russia currently operates all existing and 
functioning nuclear-powered icebreakers.

	The first one, NS Lenin, was launched in 1957 and 
entered operation in 1959, before being officially 
decommissioned in 1989. 

	It was both the world’s first nuclear-powered surface 
ship and the first nuclear-powered civilian vessel.
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India and Arctic
•  Since 2007, India has an Arctic research programme 

with as many as 13 expeditions undertaken till date.

•  In March 2022, India unveiled its first Arctic policy 
titled: ‘India and the Arctic: building a partnership for 
sustainable development’.

•  India is also one of the 13 Observers in the Arctic 
Council, the leading intergovernmental forum promoting 
cooperation in the Arctic.

Arctic Council

•  The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental forum 
that addresses issues faced by the Arctic governments 
and the indigenous people of the Arctic. 

•  At present, eight countries exercise sovereignty 
over the lands within the Arctic Circle:

  Canada; 

  Denmark; 

  Finland; 

  Iceland; 

  Norway; 

  Russia; 

  Sweden; and 

  the United States. 

•  Other countries or national groups can be admitted 
as observer states, while organizations representing 
the concerns of indigenous peoples can be admitted 
as indigenous permanent participants.

CHABAHAR PORT

Context: India and Iran discussed continued cooperation for 
development of the Shahid Beheshti terminal of the Chabahar Port.

About Chabahar Port
•  Chabahar is a port in southwestern Iran on the Gulf of 

Oman. 

•  It is Iran’s sole port with direct access to the sea. 

•  It is situated on the southern coast of Iran’s energy-rich 
Sistan-Balochistan region. 

•  The Chabahar port is regarded as a doorway to golden 
chances for India, Iran, and Afghanistan to trade with 
Central Asian countries.

•  The Chabahar Port, built with Indian aid, serves as a 
commercial transit hub for the region, particularly Central 
Asia. 

•  In collaboration with the Iranian government, India 
is developing the first phase of the Shahid Beheshti 
Terminal at Chabahar Port.

Significance for India
•  Given the obstacles in the straight route through Pakistan, 

it creates a permanent alternate route for trade 
between Afghanistan and Central Asia. 

•  China and Pakistan are working to strengthen their 
economic and trade ties through the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the Gwadar port, both of 
which are part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

•  Chabahar Port is an important component of India’s Indo-
Pacific plan, which involves Eurasia’s connectivity to 
the Indian Ocean Region. 

•  It will facilitate India’s role in Afghanistan’s development 
through infrastructure and education projects.

•  Central Asian countries such as Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan see Chabahar Port as a route to the Indian 
Ocean.

KUTIA KONDH TRIBE
Context: Odisha’s Kutia Kondh tribe worship and exchange millet 
seeds in a celebration during the festival. 

About the Tribe
•  Kutia Kondha is one of the primitive sections of Kondha 

tribe. 
•  The Kondha’s who live in hill top and valleys are known 

as Kutia Kondha. 
•  Those who live in high land and near the streams are 

called Dongria Kondha.
•  Kondhas who are residing in plain area are known as 

Desia kondh.
•  Kutia kondh are mostly dependent on shifting cultivation, 

cultivation of minor agriculture products and collection 
of non-timber forest produce. 
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•  The social organization is very strong and unified. 
•  The family is mostly nuclear and patriarchal in character. 
•  Jani is the fulltime magico religious specialist of the 

village. 
•  Dhap, Salap baja are the important musical instruments 

of Kutia Kondhs.

ONLINE RTI PORTAL OF SUPREME COURT
Context: The Supreme Court launched an online portal that will help 
citizens file and access applications under the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act in matters related to the court. 

What is the online RTI portal?
•  The online RTI portal has been initiated to make it 

convenient for people to access information about the 
Supreme Court. 

•  So far, RTI applications at the Supreme Court had to be 
filed only via post.

•  Essentially, the process of filing an RTI in the Supreme Court 
is the same as how one normally files the application.

•  This web portal can be used only by Indian citizens to 
file RTI applications under the Right to Information Act, 
2005 (RTI Act). 

•  By law, RTIs must be replied to within 30 days. 
•  In life and death cases, RTIs must be responded to within 

48 hours.

About the RTI Act
•  Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely 

response to citizen requests for government 
information. 

•  Right to Information empowers every citizen to seek 
any information from the Government, inspect 
any Government documents and seek certified 
photocopies thereof. 

•  Right to Information is a part of fundamental rights 
under Article 19(1) of the Constitution.
	 Article 19 (1) says that every citizen has freedom 

of speech and expression. 
•  The Act imposes an obligation on public authorities 

to maintain its records duly catalogued and indexed 
in a manner and form which facilitates the right to 
information under the Act. 

•  The applicant is not required to give any reason as to 
why he is requesting for the information. 

•  The Act requires the Public Information Officer to 
either provide the information or reject the request 
within 30 days of receipt of the request. 

•  The Central RTI Act extends to the whole of India. 
•  All bodies, which are constituted under the 

Constitution or under any law or under any 
Government notification or all bodies, including 
NGOs, which are owned, controlled or substantially 
financed by the Government are covered. 

•  All private bodies, which are owned, controlled or 
substantially financed by the Government are directly 
covered. 

THE RED-CROWNED ROOFED TURTLE & LEITH’S 
SOFT-SHELL TURTLE

Context: Two Indian turtle species — the red-crowned roofed 
turtles (Batagur kachuga) and Leith’s soft-shell turtle (Nilssonia 
leithii) — have made it to the Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

Key details:
•  The decision was made at the ongoing 19th Conference 

of Parties (COP19) in Panama City. 

•  The species were moved from Appendix II to Appendix 
I which means the species is threatened with extinction.

•  Appendix II lists species that are not necessarily 
threatened with extinction, according to CITES. 
	 But their trade must be monitored lest it eventually 

threatens their survival.

•  The Red crowned roofed turtle:
	 Red-crowned roofed turtle is native to India, Nepal 

and Bangladesh.
	  It is known to be widely found in the Ganga and 

Brahmaputra river basins. 
	 At present in India, the National Chambal River 

Gharial Sanctuary is the only geographic area 
where the species is found in substantial 
numbers. 

•  Leith’s soft shell turtle:
	 Leith’s soft-shell turtle inhabits rivers and reservoirs 

mainly in southern peninsular India, in states like 
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. 

	 Its presence is substantial in the Cauvery, 
Tungabhadra, Ghataprabha, Bhavani, Godavari 
and Moyar drainages. 

•  Threats:
	Major threats for these turtles and other species 

are increasing loss of habitat due to pollution and 
unchecked urbanisation. 

	 Other reasons for habitat loss include water 
extraction and irrigation, leading to irregular flow 
of upstream dams and reservoirs.

	 Sand mining and agriculture activities along the 
Ganga are significantly affecting the sandbars, which 
are safe nesting areas for the species.

	Drowning due to illegal fishing nets, poaching and 
illegal trade further threaten their existence. 

•  Earlier in 2019 during the 18th CITES plenary meeting 
in Geneva, Indian star tortoises were added to the 
Appendix I.


